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Press Release

World Busk record attempt

On Sunday 12 June at noon, musical charity Musequality will attempt to break the record for the largest co-ordinated busk in the world. 

In 2009, the first year of its World Busk event, Musequality set the record with the help of 483 buskers in 14 countries. Musequality’s founder, the violinist David Juritz, said: ‘We were absolutely blown away by the response to the first World Busk. There were buskers on all seven continents, including a rock band in the Antarctic, and we even had an aircraft carrier, HMS Illustrious, joining in. We think that’s a first!’  
This year the charity wants to do even better. On 12 June at noon, local time, Musequality invites buskers everywhere to take to the streets and create a continuous busking chain around the world. 

This is Musequality’s third World Busk, which will last from 12 to 18 June 2011, and it is expected to be the biggest, best, most fun and most productive yet. Already people have signed up to play in Bolivia, Australia, Italy, Spain, the Czech Republic, Lebanon, Canada, Costa Rica, Goa, Nigeria, South Africa, Japan, Brazil, the US, and the UK. 

Chiswick in London is Busk Central, where David Juritz will be organising a mass busk at the Bedford Park Festival at 11.45 for noon, 12 June. Local school kids will be singing and a speed busk will take place at noon to coincide with the attempt on the record.
Musequality is a charity which takes music projects to some of the poorest children in the developing world, helping to change their lives. Last year it raised funds to support the Holy Trinity Music School in Haiti. This year’s event aims to support ten existing projects as well as raise money for several new initiatives. 

One new project at the Good Shepherd Home in the Mengo slum of Kampala, Uganda, brings music to physically disabled and special needs children, many of whom have arrived there after their families could no longer afford to support them. A second project has just started in Thailand at the Huay Nam Yen School close to the Burmese border. The children at the school are mainly from the Shan and Lahu hill-tribes; communities which have been marginalised through border unrest, people trafficking and poverty. 

‘We’re looking for musicians of all kinds and any level, age, shape or size. Whatever kind of music you play, whether you’re plucking a ukelele or have a 100-piece orchestra behind you, what really makes the difference is enthusiasm,’ said Juritz.
Anyone who wishes to take part is invited to register now at www.worldbusk.org. For the attempt on the record, buskers only need to busk for half an hour, but they can, of course, busk for as long as they like, raising more money and entertaining more people.

Information and help for participants is available at www.worldbusk.org. For more about Musequality and the projects it supports, visit www.musequality.org 

For more information contact:

David Tomlinson

World Busk Co-ordinator

david.tomlinson@worldbusk.org
All contributions are welcome and can be made at www.justgiving.com/worldbusk2011

 
Notes for Editors

Musequality, a registered charity, was set up by the internationally acclaimed violinist David Juritz in 2007 to take music projects to some of the poorest children in the developing world. Its aim is to give vulnerable children an opportunity to learn skills that offer them a route out of poverty, taking them off the streets and away from the risks of drug culture, violence and crime.

‘There’s a huge variety of music in our projects,’ says Juritz, who busked his way through six continents to launch the charity. He explains that Musequality places an emphasis on the local musical culture and communal music-making. ‘Our main aim is not to produce professional musicians but to give marginalised children a chance to regain their self-respect, rebuild their confidence and develop life skills.’ 
The charity also encourages local involvement in order to strengthen the ties between the young people and their communities. There is already evidence that this is working, with projects holding community clean-ups and health awareness workshops. 
For Juritz it’s about real social change. ‘While it’s relatively straightforward to lift individuals out of poverty, the big change happens when people have the confidence to work together to transform their community. Kids who are involved in music see every day what they can achieve by working in harmony. And that is why music makes a difference.’

By setting up and supporting community music projects, Musequality gives children the chance to change their lives.
Case study: Elgon Youth Brass Band 

‘Thank you for paying my school fees, buying uniform, books and pens. I am sleeping very well.’
It’s always nice to get a thank you letter. Musequality recently received a whole parcel of them from members of the Elgon Youth Brass Band in Mbale, Uganda.

The EYBB is doing much more than just teaching kids to play music. Recently its members were out on the streets of Mbale cleaning up the public spaces at the start of their Going Green campaign. They perform at functions and ceremonies to earn money to support the group, and have bought sewing machines to set up a small cottage industry. They even busked at the local supermarket over the Easter weekend.

The real stars of this project are, of course, the young people themselves. So when Mirembe wrote, ‘You have made my dreams come true,’ Musequality didn’t feel it could really take any credit. She’s making her dreams come true herself. 

Another member, Derick, wrote: ‘After my father died I dropped out of school because no one was paying my tuition fees. I explained my problems to Fredrick Kyewalyanga [director of the EYBB] and he advised me to join him. I told him I did not know how to play any band instrument, and he told me that we are born knowing everything, we only need to be reminded of that. This really gave me courage and I joined him as soon as I could. I have been with [the band] from the start, and I appreciate the great support you have given us by giving us courage and a great opportunity to improve on our skills.’

With Fredrick’s help, Derick completed his secondary education and is now starting his second year studying accountancy at university.

Case study: Tadeo, Good Shepherd Home

One of the budding musicians in Musequality’s latest project at the Good Shepherd Home in the Mengo slum of Kampala is 14-year-old Tadeo. A few years ago Tadeo lost both hands and feet in a fire. Today, despite his appalling injuries, he is learning to play the trombone – even though he doesn’t have any prosthetic arms. 

A centre has been found in Kampala that can fit prosthetics for him as well as provide long-term care and support. All that’s needed now is to raise the £5,000 cost of his treatment. 

Members of the Bracknell and Wokingham Community Band will be busking for Tadeo at The Meadows shopping complex in Camberley, Surrey, on 12 June. They have already raised well over £1,000. 
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Children at the Good Shepherd Home, Kampala, Uganda
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Tadeo, at the Good Shepherd Home
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Elgon Youth Brass Band, Mbale, Uganda
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Hout Bay Music Project, South Africa. 

All these photos and more are available in high res.

